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Introduction

 

 
Voter registration is a first step toward increased voter and civic engagement in your 
community. Every registered voter has the potential to impact the outcome of an 
election. But equally important, more registered voters means more power for your 
community and more clout for your nonprofit. 
 

Who votes matters 
Consider this: in the past four Congressional elections, a shift of ten thousand votes 
would have changed the outcome of more than two hundred Congressional, Senate and 
Gubernatorial races. At the state and local levels, elections are regularly won and lost by 
less than one thousand votes and sometimes even less than one hundred votes. 
 
Benefits of registering voters in your community extend far beyond any single election  
Candidates and elected officials know who votes  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ 
ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǾƻǘŜŘΦ aƻǊŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
more attention from candidates. This will give your constituents more opportunities to 
hear directly from the candidates on the issues that affect their lives. Once elected, 
these public officials will be more accountable to your community. 

 

Clout for your nonprofit 
Whether your organization seeks to increase government funding, change a law or 
ordinance, or simply heighten awareness about your issue or community, registering 
voters will help to advance your goals. When your nonprofit starts registering voters, 
candidates will take notice! Elected officials will recognize your organization as one with 
an engaged community of voters and will be more likely to return your phone calls and 
listen to your needs as an organization. 
 
Power for your community 
Voting is one important way of engaging in the life of your community. A registered 
voter is more likely to participate in local affairs, connect with neighbors and volunteer 
in the community. Nonprofits go to great lengths to improve the lives of the people they 
serve. Registering your clients and constituents to vote is a critical means for them to 
become advocates for themselves, their families and their communities. When you talk 
to your constituents about registering to vote, you are telling them that their voice 
matters in determining what is best for their community. 
 



 

- 3 - 

 
As important as voter registǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ 
Once your nonprofit ensures that your community is registered, there are many 
opportunities to educate them about the voting process and make sure they get to the 
polls on Election Day. Visit www.nonprofitvote.org and 
http://www.mnparticipationproject.org for free downloadable toolkits on nonprofit 
voter education and get-out-the-vote. 
 
Every nonprofit is different  
Your voter registration activities should compliment your relationships with clients and 
constituents, and should be integrated into the ongoing work and mission of your 
organization. When planning voter engagement activities, consider the kind of contact 
you have with your constituents, members and volunteers. How can you maximize these 
interactions as an opportunity for voter registration? 
 

Remaining nonpartisan 
Like all election activities, 501(c)(3) nonprofits must carry out voter registration on a 
nonpartisan basis. Additionally, being nonpartisan will benefit your voter engagement 
work. Nonpartisanship reinforces your organizational status as a trusted community 
institution that is respectful of the personal views of your clients and constituents. 
Finally, many new and infrequent voters are wary of partisan politics. Your 
nonpartisanship allows you to have conversations with your community that bring 
politics back to the real issues affecting their lives. Whatever your personal views, being 
nonpartisan when representing your nonprofit is relatively straightforward and easy. 
But, be prepared for people to attempt to engage you in a partisan discussion. When 
training staff and volunteers to register voters, it can be helpful to role-play some of the 
following scenarios: 
 
Registrant: Who should I vote for? 
Nonprofit Employee or Volunteer: Great question! However, we are a nonpartisan 
organization, not supporting any specific candidate or party. We just want to make sure 
that you have everything you need to access your right to vote and to select the 
candidate that is best for you. Here is some literature to help you find out more about 
the candidates and issues at stake in this election. 
 
Registrant: Which candidate is best on the issues that matter to this organization? 
Nonprofit Employee or Volunteer: We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and are nonpartisan. 
Here are websites and phone numbers to contact to find out where the candidates 
stand on some of the big issues. 
 

http://www.nonprofitvote.org/
http://www.mnparticipationproject.org/


 

- 4 - 

 
Funding issues 
Does the federal government allow voter registration by federally funded agencies? 
Yes, the National Voter Registration Act mandates many state and federal agencies to 
offer voter registration to their clients. There are only three exceptions τ Head Start, 
AmeriCorps and Legal Services Corporation funds. These three agencies have federal 
regulations barring agency sponsored voter registration by employees.  
 
What if a funder stipulates that funds may not be used for voter registration? 
This is rare. More commonly, a grant agreement re-states the IRS guideline the 501(c)(3) 
that funds cannot be used to conduct partisan political activities. However, if a grant 
from a private foundation has a clause prohibiting even nonpartisan voter registration; 
it is fully permissible to use other monies τ from donations, community foundations, 
state funds, etc. τ for your registration activities. In practice, the cost of most nonprofit 
registration activities is low. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The previous pages were reproduced with permission from the Nonprofits VotŜǊ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ 
άbƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ±ƻǘŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ http://www.nonprofitvote.org/guides-
and-toolkits.html.    

http://www.nonprofitvote.org/guides-and-toolkits.html
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/guides-and-toolkits.html
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Key voter registration dates for 2010 
 

 
The 2010 election cycle has a significant change: the primary election has been moved 
from September to August in order to comply with new federal laws.  Turnout in 
primaries is always lowτwe need all hands on deck to remind people of the change and 
inform them of the new deadlines for absentee ballots and registration. 

 
Primary election registration dates: 
 

 Absentee ballots become available for primary election: Friday, June 25 
 

 Last day to pre-register for primary election: Tuesday, July 20 
 

 State primary election: Tuesday, August 10 
 

General election registration dates: 
  

 Absentee ballots for general election become available: Friday, September 17 
 

  Last day to pre-register for general election: Tuesday, October 12 
 

 General Election Day: Tuesday, November 2 
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Nonprofit voter registration planning worksheet 
The great thing about voter registration work is that it is very simple.  With just a few 
decisions and some guidelines you can be effective quickly.  Use this planning box to 
form your basic plan. 

 

 

 

Registration universe 
 
c Staff     c Board     c Volunteers     c Participants     
 
Other:____________________________________ 
 
Registration locations (specify specific locations and events, if applicable) 
 
c In office:_______________________________________ 
c At events:______________________________________ 
c At meetings:____________________________________ 
c Door-to-door:___________________________________ 
 
Registration dates (specify specific dates or weeks, if applicable) 
  
c April   c May      c June      c June 
 
c July      c August      c September     c October 
   
Key staff assignments  
    
Staff point person and troubleshooter: ________________________________________ 
Staff member(s) responsible for returning cards within 10 days: ____________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To-do checklist 
 
c Get voter registration applications from the Secretary of State or local elections office 
c Learn basics of voter registration rules 
c Anticipate specific questions you might encounter unique to population you are 
registering 
c Create a concrete plan for returning applications within 10 days 
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Minnesota voter registration 101 

 
Pre-registration vs. Election Day registration 
Minnesota is an Election Day registration (EDR) state, which means pre-registration is 
not required. However, EDR should be considered more of a last resort than a method 
of choice, because pre-registering to vote is an easier process to navigate and leaves the 
voter time to sort out any potential issues he or she may encounter about eligibility. A 
voter pre-registers by filling out a voter registration application. 

 
Basic requirements to register to vote in Minnesota 
V will be at least 18-years-old on Election Day  
V are a citizen of the United States 
V will have resided in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding Election Day 
V have any felony conviction record discharged, expired, or completed 
V are not under court-ordered guardianship where a court has revoked your voting 

rights 
V have not been ruled legally incompetent by a court of law 

   

Where to get voter registration applications 
Voter registration applications are available at ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ, at your 
county elections or city elections office, or in printable form online.  Translations are 
available in Hmong, Spanish, Somali, Russian, and Vietnamese.   
 

Applications must be returned within 10 days of being signed 
Voter registration cards must be returned within 10 days of being signed to be valid. It is 
best practice to return the forms directly the county election office; any mailed voter 
registration cards, even if they are all in one box, will be flagged for proof of photo 
identification, and voters may be asked to provide a photo ID on Election Day.  As such, 
it is much easier and more reliable to hand-deliver the cards.  Also, if you registered 
voters who lƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
office.   
 
If the person says they will mail the card explain that if they do mail it, they may be 
asked to show a picture ID at their polling place on Election Day.  Assure them that you 
ŀǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
in time.  As much as possible, try to persuade voters to let you turn in their cards.  No 
matter what they decide, always remind the voter to bring his or her ID to the polls to 
prevent any possible problems.  

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=42
https://minnesota.overseasvotefoundation.org/overseas/eod.htm?stateId=26&x=49&y=10
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=204
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=638
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Election Day Registration: What to bring 
Minnesota has Election Day registration. It is easier and strongly encouraged to pre-
register. Even if you pre-register, you may be asked for identification. Do not leave home 
without your ID! 

 
 
Proof of residence 
If you choose to register on Election Day, you will need to provide one of the following proofs 
of residence: 
 

 A valid Minnesota driver's license, Minnesota ID card, or permit with current address 
 

 A photo ID that does not have your current address along with a document that does have 
your current address 

o Eligible photo IDs: aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ L5 ŎŀǊŘΣ ¦Φ{Φ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΣ 
U.S. military ID card, Minnesota college/university student ID card, or tribal ID 
with signature issued by a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

o Eligible documents with current address: Current student fee statement, an 
original utility bill due 30 days before or after the election (gas, electric, solid 
waste, water, sewer, phone, cell phone, television, or internet service provider), 
or a rent statement that shows utility expenses 

 

 A student ID card that includes photo if living in university-sponsored housing (valid if 
college/university provided student housing list to election officials)  
 

 ! ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ L5 ŎŀǊŘΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
current address 
 

 A registered voter in your precinct who will confirm your address with a signed oath at 
your polling place, known as a voucher 
 

 A tribal ID card containing your name, current address, signature and photo (tribe must be 
recognized by the BIA) 
 

 A "Notice of Late Registration" you received from your county auditor or city clerk 
 

 If you moved to a new residence within your same precinct or changed your name; a 
current, valid voter registration in the precinct 
 

 An employee of a residential facility where you reside (nursing home, group home, 
battered women's shelter, homeless shelter, etc.) who will confirm your address with a 
signed oath at your polling place, known as a voucher 
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Election Day: Vouching 
Vouching is one of the ways that a voter can prove their residence in a precinct, for the 
purposes of registering to vote on Election Day. Vouching entails having the voucher 
sign a legal oath that they personally know that the resident resides in the precinct.  
 

Vouching for a neighbor 
If you or someone you know was unable to pre-register and does not have the proper 
proof of residence, an individual that resides in the same precinct and is registered to 
vote is able to vouch for them. The voucher must go to the polls with the individual and 
assert this in writing under oath. This must be based on their own personal knowledge 
of their eligibility to vote and their residence. Vouching for a voter based upon anything 
less than personal knowledge is perjury, which is a felony. An individual cannot vouch 
for more than 15 individuals. A person can vouch for someone else even if they 
registered on Election Day; however, not if they were vouched for by someone. 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181 or call 1-800-600-VOTE. 
 

Residential facility vouching 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέΚ 
Residential facilities are defined as:  

 Transitional Housing  
 Supervised Living Facilities  
 Nursing Homes  
 Housing with Services, including assisted living facilities  
 Veterans Homes  
 Residential alcohol and chemical treatment programs  
 Residential facilities for persons with developmental disabilities  
 Group Residential Housing  
 .ŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ  
 Homeless Shelters 

Residential facilities must submit a list of employees 
Minnesota law requires that residential facilities provide a certified list of names of 
current employees and the address of the facility. This can be done by either filling out a 
certifying form (http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299) or 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƻƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
date, name, title and signature of person certifying employees and sending it to the 
appropriate county auditor at least 20 days before each election. If there is more than 
one facility in different precincts and/or if employees only work at one of the facilities, 

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299
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each facility must have its own certifying letter. Employees can be listed on more than 
one of the certified employee list if they work at more than one facility.  
 
Employees who can demonstrate that they are employed at a residential facility are 
allowed to vouch for residents even if their names do not appear on the list. Employees 
can provide documentation of their employment to election judges in a variety of ways, 
including providing an employee ID badge or a certification of their employment signed 
by the facilƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘΦ  
 
Employees do not have to live in the precinct in which they are vouching, but they must 
be Minnesota residents and eligible Minnesota voters, although do not need to be 
registered themselves. There is no limit to the number of people for whom employees 
may vouch. 
 
Things to do in order to vouch for residents 

 Discuss same day registration and get buy-in from staff to vouch for residents 

 Submit letter (or form) of employees to local county auditor 20 days before the 
election 

 As Election Day gets closer, estimate number of residents who will need a 
voucher  

 Find polling place and make a plan to get all residents and vouchers to the sites 
 

For more information about residential facility employee vouching please see the 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181 or 
their list of frequently asked questions 
(http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4300). 
 

  

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4300
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4300
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Hard-to-register groups 

Registering college students 
Students can vote in their hometowns, either by absentee or in person, or they can register and 
vote at their school address. They can also do same day registration, with a school document or 
a voucher.  
 

Frequently asked questions 
Q: Can a student register here and at their home address?  
No, the student must decide where he or she would like to be registered. If the student has 
already registered at home, and he or she would like to register at his or her school address, he 
or she must fill out a local registration form and make note that it is a change of address.  
 

Q: Can a student who is not 18 register to vote?  
If the voter is going to turn 18 by the next election, they can register. 
 

Q: Where should an out-of-state student to register, here or in their home state?  
That is up to the student to decide. If they are following politics at home, and have a lot of 
interest in how that state votes in the presidential election or has other local political interests, 
they may want to register at home ς just make sure that they ask for their absentee ballot on 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ LŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ 
want to register to vote at their school address, so that they can just go to the local polling 
place on voting day.  
 

NOTE: If they are receiving financial aid that depends on being a resident of their home state (especially state aid), 
they should register at that address, not their school address. In that situation, they could risk their financial aid, 

because residency is determined by where one registers to vote.  
 

Q. What specific documents can a student use for Election Day Registration? 
 Student ID card that includes photo if living in university-sponsored housing (valid if 

college/university provided a student housing list to election officials) 
 Valid Minnesota driver's license, Minnesota ID card, or permit with current address or a 

yellow receipt for one with current address 
 Photo ID that does not have current address with a document that has current address. 

Eligible photo IDs: Minnesotŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ L5 ŎŀǊŘΣ ¦Φ{Φ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΣ ¦Φ{Φ 
military ID card, Minnesota college/university student ID card, or tribal ID with signature 
issued by a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Eligible documents with current address: Current student fee statement, an original 
utility bill due 30 days before or after the election (gas, electric, solid waste, water, 
sewer, phone, cell phone, television, or internet service provider), or a rent statement 
that shows utility expenses 

 A registered voter in precinct who will confirm address by signed oath at polling place, 
known as a voucher 

 "Notice of Late Registration" received from county auditor or city clerk 

 Tribal ID card containing name, current address, signature and photo (tribe must be 
recognized by the BIA) 



 

12 

Registering persons experiencing homelessness 
In Minnesota you do not need an address to register to vote. There are a few different options 
for people experiencing homelessness or between permanent residences. 
 

Pre-registration 
People without permanent residences can register to vote using the address of a shelter where 
they are staying if they plan to be living there at least some of the time to Election Day. 
Otherwise applicants can describe in words where he or she lives "if the applicant lives in a 
rural district or has a non-traditional address" (National Voter Registration Act of 1993). This 
means that voters who can identify a street corner, park bench, etc. as their home base by 
ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ όƛΦŜΦ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ · ŀƴŘ ¸έ ƻǊ άǳƴŘŜǊ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ·έύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
prevented from registering to vote. The description should be written on the street address line 
of the registration card. 
 
If a voter does not have an ID and does not know the last four digits of their social security 
number when pre-ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ƳŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ άŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΦέ hƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ 
they can complete their registration and vote if they bring a voucher.   

 
Election Day registration 
Voters can same-day register by using a registered voter in the precinct who can vouch under 
oath that the person registering to vote lives in the precinct. If a voter lives in a homeless 
shelter, an employee may vouch for them if the shelter submitted the names of its employees 
to their county. 
 

Vouching for shelter guests on Election Day 
For homeless shelter employees to be eligible to vouch for residents the facility must fill out a 
certifying form, http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299, or 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƻƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΣ ƴŀƳŜΣ 
title and signature of person certifying employees. Then send the certification to their county 
auditor at least 20 days before each election. If there is more than one facility in different 
precincts and/or if employees only work at one of the facilities, each facility must have its own 
certifying letter.  
 

Employees may be listed on more than one of the certified employee lists if they work at more 
than one facility. Employees do not have to live in the precinct, but must be Minnesota 
residents and eligible Minnesota voters, although do not need to be registered. There is no limit 
to the number of people for whom employees may vouch. 
 

Things to do in order to vouch for residents: 

 Discuss same day registration and get buy-in from your staff to vouch for residents 

 Submit letter (or form) of employees to local county auditor 20 days before the election 

 As Election Day gets closer, estimate number of residents who will need a voucher  

 Find the polling place and make a plan to get all residents and vouchers to the sites 

 

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4299
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For more information about residential facility employee vouching please see the Secretary of 
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181. 
 

Registering people who fear for their safety 
Pre-registration  
A person who fears for their safety can ask their local county elections office to allow 
them to register without adding their name and information to the public voting rolls. 
The voter must provide their county elections office with a written request to have their 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
If they have not registered to vote, they should include their statement with their voter 
registration application, so their name and address will be marked private.  
 
Their name and address will appear on their polling place roster and in statewide 
database of registered voters available to state and local elections officials. After the 
election they can submit a letter to their county elections official asking them to 
inactivate their record. 

Election Day registration  
A voter who fears for their safety can also register to vote  on Election Day. They can 
register to vote and bring along copies of both the above mentioned letters to be 
attached to their voter registration application. This way, their information will not be in 
the database at all before Election Day and will only be entered long enough to verify 
that they voted at the address at which they registered to vote. If they choose this 
option, they will have to re-register the next time they want 
to vote.  
 

Safe at Home program 
Safe at Home is a mail forwarding service program offered 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
victim service providers. It is designed to help survivors of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, or others who 
fear for their safety establish a confidential address, 
allowing them to go about their lives, interacting with 
public and private entities, without leaving traces of where 
they really live. Participants use an address that Safe at 
Home assigns them and their correspondence is forwarded 
to their actual mailing address, which is not disclosed. This also allows participants to 
absentee vote. As part of the program, participants petition to have their names 
removed from the public voter rolls. 
 

For more information contact:  
Safe at Home, PO Box 17370  

St Paul, MN 55117-0370.   
Phone: 651-201-1399 

Toll Free: 1-866-723-3035; Email: 
Safe.athome@state.mn.us  

MN Relay Service: 1-800-627-
3529 or 711 

.  

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1181
mailto:Safe.athome@state.mn.us
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To become a Safe at Home program participant, one must apply with the assistance of 
an Accredited Application Assistant. A list of agencies is available from the Secretary of 
State, http://www.sos.state.mn.us/. 
 

Registering people with prior felony-level conviction 
In Minnesota one cannot vote while serving a sentence as result of a felony conviction. 
Once the full sentence has been completed, including parole and probation, known as 
άƻŦŦ ǇŀǇŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ  LŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ 
aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ άƻŦŦ ǇŀǇŜǊέ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƻƴȅ 
conviction was in another state. If unclear about his or her status, the person should 
check with their parole officer. 
 
It is a felony to register to vote before civil rights have been restored 
A person should not register to vote until he or she has fully completed terms of 
sentence, including parole and probation, even if their civil rights will be restored by 
Election Day.  
 
Status may be challenged 
When they go to register and vote they may have their status challenged if the county 
elections office was not notified that their civil rights have been restored.  If this 
happens, they should ask for the head elections judge, explain their situation, and ask to 
take an oath swearing their right to vote.  Once they have done this they should be able 
to vote. 
 
Options to register 
hƴŎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ƙave been restored, they have the two different registration 
options available to all, pre-registration and Election Day Registration. If possible, pre-
registering is the best option for those who have just had their civil rights restored, so 
problems may be resolved concerning eligibility before Election Day.  They also have the 
option of Election Day registration provided they have the correct proof of residence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/
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Frequently asked voter registration questions 

 
 
мΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ L ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ receive anything in the mail from the Secretary of 
State? 
One should receive information about where to vote within a few weeks of registering.  
If they do not, they should call theiǊ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛŦ 
their registration was accepted. They should be sure to bring their ID to the polls just in 
case.    
 
нΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ƭƛǾŜ ŀǘ ƴƻǿΚ 
A voter should register using their current address. On Election Day he or she should be 
able to vote. If there are problems, the voter may be asked to provide proof of his or her 
new residence. A utility bill will be sufficient. A voter may also register on Election Day 
using a utility bill or a voucher. A voucher is someone who lives in the voǘŜǊΩǎ precinct 
aƴŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ residence. A voter should 
not forget to bring his or her ID to the polls! 
 
3. How do I use a voucher? 
A registered voter who lives in the precinct is allowed to vouch for the residence of up 
to 15 people on Election Day. For example, if a voter goes to the polls with his or her 
neighbor, he or she is allowed to tell the election judge that they live in the precinct, 
and his or her word and signed oath will be accepted as proof of thŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ residence.  
A voucher must live in the same precinct!  There is only one exception to this rule: if the 
voter lives in a registered residential facility, such as a nursing home or homeless 
shelter, employees of that facility may vouch for any residents who require a voucher on 
Election Day (see page 6) 
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Sample Minnesota voter registration application 

 

 


